
THE 31-DAY MEN’S DEVOTIONAL 

 

The Walnut Hill men have put together a 31-day devotional around the notion of our “Identity 
in Jesus.” Each devotional begins with “I am.” These 31 statements are about who we are 
because of Jesus. The 31 topics and associated Scriptures are from an edited list of the 
bookmark, “Who I am in Christ,” from Freedom in Christ Ministries in Knoxville, Tennessee.  

The intent of a devotional aid is to provide joy to a reader’s heart, because he is reminded that 
God is good. The assignment was for the men to write a devotional on why the affirmation they 
chose was meaningful to them and to include a prayer of thanks regarding the affirmation from 
Scripture.  

The 31 devotionals come in three groupings. The affirmations in Days 1 through 10 focus on our 
being accepted by Jesus. The affirmations in Days 11 through 20 focus on our being secure in 
Jesus. The affirmations in Days 21 through 31 focus on our being significant in Jesus.  

Our desire is to bless you with these affirmations and the associated Scriptures and prayers. 
You matter to God and to me. 

Pastor Jim Bray 
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The following 10 affirmations demonstrate that I am accepted. 

 

Day 1: I am Christ’s friend. 

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.  
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 

known to you.” John 15:15. 

 

There are few things I can absolutely, 100 percent, without fail guarantee. But if Jesus says it, it 
is without a doubt absolutely true. John 15:15 starts, “I no longer call you servants [or slaves in 
some translations], because a servant does not know his master’s business.” Why did He call 
them [and us] slaves before? Because before Jesus, we were slaves to sin (John 8:34). But He 
continues, saying, “Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you.” I have called you friend. I am now calling you friend, and I 
will continue to call you friend, forever. That’s not someone else saying how it should be. That 
is Jesus Himself saying He is my friend and He is your friend. You are not a servant or an 
associate. You are His friend for eternity.  

Prayer 

Jesus, thank you that you have freed me from the slavery of sin. Thank you that you do not 
regard me as simply someone you are aware of, but that we are friends. Thank you that we can 
spend time together, that you have made known to me everything that you have learned from 
the Father, and that you lead me and guide me in all truth. 

  



Day 2: I am justified by faith. 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,  
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1 

 

The transgression was complete, and the little boy did not even fully know what he had done or 
the consequences of his actions. His father had warned him not to let the dog out of the pen or 
go near the pond on the neighbor’s property. The sheep grazed there. He didn’t know why he 
couldn’t let the dog enjoy a swim but, then again, his dad did not have to explain himself. He 
was dad. But it was a hot day and the little boy wanted to cool off with his black lab and have 
some fun. 

When it was all said and done, the cost of reimbursing the neighbor for the death of 15 sheep, 
which Casey drove into the pond, was $15,000. The little boy was guilty and there was no one 
else to blame. He defied his dad to enjoy himself and his defiance lead to the breaking of the 
law, which required punishment. It was all grown-up stuff, but seeing the police and the 
neighbor at the house and the look on his father’s face overwhelmed him. The policemen so 
unnerved him tears poured down from his eyes. Seeing his son, the father’s heart moved from 
judgment to mercy, and he paid the fine for his son’s deed with a loving heart. His dad told the 
little boy to trust him and that he would settle the matter, not realizing that the cost to satisfy 
the requirements of the law was steep. The little boy, trusting the word of his father, slept 
peacefully that night. 

Prayer 

Father, while we understand the importance of receiving your gift of salvation, may we, unlike 
the little boy, develop a deep continuing desire to discover what you did for us on the cross, so 
we will be in awe of you, knowing it is a permanent covenant and that we can have peace in 
your promises. 

  



 

Day 3: I Am United with the Lord 

“But the person who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.” 1 Corinthians 6:17 

 

I have been married to my wife for almost 28 years. As our relationship has grown through the 
years, we intuitively know what each other is thinking and feeling. My wife has had such an 
influence on me that even when I’m not physically with her, I can feel her presence in my 
thoughts as I go through my daily work schedule and interact with people. We have definitely 
become soul mates. 

Jesus seeks to have the same type of personal relationship with each of us, but even stronger. 
He desires for us to spend time with Him in prayer, reading and meditating on His word, and in 
a community with other Christians. By doing so, we become closer to our Lord and “one in 
Spirit with Him.”  

Prayer 

Lord, thank you for being our Savior and wanting to have a close personal relationship with each 
of us. Help us to open up our hearts and eyes so that we may know you more fully and grow 
closer to you. 

  



Day 4: I am bought with a price. 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 

with your bodies.” I Corinthians 6:19-20 

 

In 2017, the highest selling classic car in the auto enthusiast online auction site, Bring a Trailer, 
was a 1974 Lancia Stratos. The multi-day auction was riveting. Each day, the price went up as 
gearheads checked out the beautiful Italian street-legal racer and tried to outbid each other 
before the deadline. The car reached a stratospheric price unlikely for a used car at an auction, 
selling for $475,000! The price tag tells us something about the car and its buyer.  

Like this Stratos, we were bought at an amazing price – nothing less than the blood of God’s 
Son! We are esteemed, loved and cherished by the Father much more than a new car is by a 
young driver. We are special and designed for a specific purpose — to be a temple of the Holy 
Spirit that glorifies God! Such thoughts lead me to want to serve and please the One to whom 
we belong. 

Prayer 

Precious, wonderful, almighty Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus. We are 
eternally humbled and grateful for the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, our redeemer. We 
pray we will always remember the dear price that was paid for us. Grant that we may yield to 
the Holy Spirit as He forges us into temples that shine with your presence. 

  



Day 5: I am a member of the body of Christ. 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27 

 

I thank the Lord that I am a member of the body of Christ. Through Jesus Christ, I have 
automatic membership. This membership is exclusive. This membership is breathtakingly free 
for anyone who hears the Kingdom’s call and wholeheartedly responds by accepting the 
pilgrim’s journey, while rejecting temporal worldly pursuits.  

Each member of the body welcomes, belongs, matters and supports each other. We are global 
and local. Jesus, our Rock and Savior, binds us in faith no matter what country, tribe, 
organization, culture or grouping we belong to. In concert or individually, each member uses his 
or her gifts in pursuit of the Lord’s excellent will. We are the hands, feet, eyes, ears and mouth 
of the Lord in fulfilling the Great Commission. 

Along the faith road, we experience heartfelt thanks to God as He uniquely blesses our services 
and struggles. Before night falls, may the Lord say, “You are a member in good standing!” 

Prayer 

Lord Almighty, I thank you and give you all the glory and praise; for it is through your grace that 
I am a member of the body of Christ that serves and honors you. 

  



Day 6: I am a saint. 

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in Ephesus,  
the faithful in Christ Jesus …” Ephesians 1:1 

 

In the Bible, something is made holy to God when it is separated from everything else and 
devoted to God. The Temple was holy – consecrated and set apart for the worship of God. The 
priests and Levites who served in the temple were holy — set apart and devoted to the worship 
of God. The same word is used when the Bible refers to believers as “saints.”  

God separates us from our old lives, the world, corruption, sin and death, and He calls us holy 
ones – saints. By His doing, not ours, we are made holy in Christ (1 Cor. 1:30). Yet God calls us 
to cooperate with His good work to increase in holiness day by day (2 Tim. 2:20-22). 

Prayer 

Father, thank you for declaring me holy to you in Christ Jesus. Help me today to appreciate that 
more and to cooperate with you more in that work. 

 

  



Day 7: I am adopted as God’s child. 

 “God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family by bringing us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ. This is what He wanted to do, and it gives Him great pleasure.” Ephesians 1:5 

 

This verse speaks very loudly to me, as I am an adoptive parent. My wife and I have two boys of 
our own making. We had always wanted three children; however, with multiple miscarriages 
and my wife’s physical difficulties during her two pregnancies, we opted not to try for a third 
child through natural childbirth.  

Little did we know what God had planned for us, but just 16 months later, we would be given a 
chance to have a third child and fulfill our dream. My wife’s cousin was in a very serious 
situation. She had struggled for many years with anxiety and depression and had now, in her 
late 20s, become addicted to crack cocaine. While the addiction had a hold of her, she lost most 
everything in search of her next fix. She moved into a shelter, because she could no longer 
afford regular housing. She became pregnant while in the shelter and, by the grace of God, 
determined not to have an abortion. My wife and I found out she was pregnant between 
Christmas and New Years of 2011. We didn’t say anything to her that day. The next day, 
however, we looked at each other at dinner and I said, “I think we should adopt your cousin’s 
baby.” My wife looked at me and said, “I was just thinking we should do that!” 

I give thanks to God every day for all three of our children, but especially for our daughter. 
Despite being born to an addict, God kept her safe and sound, with no physical or mental 
defects. More importantly, I am finally understanding God’s love for me, and I am humbled He 
would want me as part of His family, just as we wanted our daughter to be a part of our family.  

Prayer 

I pray that the joy my daughter brings to me as her father might be the joy that comes to my 
Father who art in Heaven.  

  



Day 8: I am granted access to God through the Spirit. 

“I am granted access to God through His Spirit.” Ephesians 2:18 

 

I found it especially interesting to find this Arabic version of verse 18, “For through Him we both 
have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” The passage goes on to say that the Jewish and 
Gentile factions are made one and have access to God’s presence.  

Through Jesus’ work on the cross and His conquering death, our sins are atoned. Because of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, we can come in confidence, security and love to the throne room of God. It 
is as if Jesus takes us by the hand and walks us into the presence of the Father and presents our 
petitions, because it is through Him we have acceptance with the Father.  

This access is also by one Spirit, the Holy Spirit, who enables our boldness and translates our 
prayers. The Spirit gives us the freedom to speak our minds and pour out our souls to the 
Father. We have had this great honor bestowed on us — to have access to God at any time 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and mediator, and under the influence, direction and assistance 
of the Holy Spirit.  

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, I praise you and give glory to your Name above all names. Thank you, Father, 
for the incredible privilege of having Jesus take me by the hand and walk me into your presence, 
24/7. You are the one living God, who sent Jesus Christ to reconcile me and my sins to you. The 
Holy Spirit makes my access possible by teaching me to worship you in Spirit and faith. You offer 
this privilege to anyone who believes in Jesus as the one true way. All glory to you, Father. 

 

  



Day 9: I am redeemed and forgiven. 

“For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the Kingdom of the 
Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians 1:13-14 

 
We are redeemed and forgiven. These two concepts are, perhaps, the most difficult for me to 
grasp. Being human means that I will falter in my walk with the Lord. The exercise of freedom 
often results in straying from the teachings of Scripture and what God calls on us to do. All this 
gets compounded by the work of Satan, who relishes to remind us of our failures. How, then, 
do we align the acceptance of God with Satan’s barrage of indictments and convictions?  

Through His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus redeemed us and provided forgiveness of sins. 
By bearing the weight of the sins of the world, Jesus paved the way for us to have acceptance 
by God the Father and entry into His Kingdom. All we need to do is seek out the Lord and ask 
for His forgiveness, guidance and grace. 

Although I may be a sinner who is indicted and convicted daily for my transgressions, through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, I have been redeemed, forgiven and accepted by God. This 
is not a unilateral process, however. To receive God’s forgiveness and acceptance, we must first 
accept God into our hearts and seek His guidance in our day-to-day lives. 

Prayer 

Father, I have struggled with being inadequate. I have struggled with being responsible for living 
up to my salvation. This thought and this verse remind me that you have provided all I need 
through your Son. Thank you. 

  



Day 10: I am complete in Christ. 

“In Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over  
every power and authority.” Colossians 2:10 

 

I love the concept of being complete in Christ, even as I journey through life in this broken body 
in a broken world with an active sin nature. Jesus understands all the temptations, struggles 
and triumphs we go through. Without Christ, we are only human and empty, and we don’t have 
the God of the universe living in us.  

Jesus completes everything about us. Do we still experience struggles with sin, trials and life? Of 
course, but now we have the God of the universe dwelling in our human bodies. He 
understands everything we struggle with and partners with us.  

Prayer 

Oh Lord, what a wonderful and life-changing truth: You live in us. I am sorry for my sins and 
transgressions. I love the fact that you don’t leave me, that I am a new creation in you. Help me 
to surrender everything I am, have been or want to be in the future. Help me to tell you 
everything in openness, honesty and transparency. I love you. 

 

 

 

 

  



The following 10 affirmations demonstrate that I am secure. 

 

Day 11: I am free from condemnation. 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set me free from  

the law of sin and death.” Romans 8:1-2 

 

Being a slave to the law of sin riddles so many of us with shame and guilt. Despite our best 
efforts and intentions, we are unable to stop sinning, which is exactly where the evil one wants 
to keep us — in isolation and away from the loving and warm arms of Jesus, the one who sets 
us free and invites us to come and hide in Him.  

For those of us who are in Jesus, He declares that there is no more condemnation for us 
because He has paid so dearly for our sin on the cross. Through Him, we are presented as 
flawless, blameless and righteous to God the Father.  

Prayer 

Jesus, thank you so much for your love and faithfulness that you, my King, came to earth and 
chose to die for me on the cross. Let me never forget how much my freedom and eternal life cost 
you. 

  



Day 12: I am established, anointed and sealed by God. 

“Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set His seal of 
ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”  

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 

 

According to 1 John 1: 9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us ...” Confession is a conversation with God agreeing that we have sinned and 
accepting Him into our lives.  

God is faithful to His son Jesus. He will never say that this sin by this person is not covered by 
the sacrifice Jesus made. That would be unfaithful to Jesus. He is just. God’s justice demands 
that sin be atoned for. When sin happens, someone has to pay. Jesus paid for our sin. That 
justice will never be denied. We have the forgiveness of sin and the promise of Heaven. 
 
What does this mean to us? We do not belong to ourselves. We belong to God. He has 
purchased us at the price of His precious Son. Therefore, we live with Him and for Him. 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, thank you for taking away our debt of sin. I acknowledge I have been bought at a 
steep price. You own me. By your Holy Spirit, whose first name is Holy, help me to abandon 
myself and make your agenda my agenda for all my remaining days. 

 

  



Day 13: I am hidden with Christ in God. 

“For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” Colossians 3:3 

 

Spring is a wonderful time of year, as life rebirths. As I ponder the wonder of the trees budding 
and the flowers poking through the ground, I am struck by the thought that, during the long 
winter months, they are protected and hidden from the severe weather. Moreover, their ability 
to seemingly come alive is not only hidden from the casual observer but is also analogous to 
our life in Christ, which is a “hidden life,” having its source only in God, as explained by Charles 
Ellicott.  

The ability of the plant to grow once again also has its source only in God. Once we put our faith 
in Christ, we are dead to the law but alive with Christ. Like the trees and flowers in winter, we 
are hidden and protected with Christ as our Savior and are promised eternal life with our 
glorious Father in Heaven.  

Prayer 

Oh Lord, thank you for the glorious rebirth every spring. Thank you for reminding us that we are 
dead to our sins but through Christ we have the hope and promise of eternal life with God the 
Father, Jesus the Son and your Holy Spirit.  

  



Day 14: I am assured God will continue to work in me.  

“(I am) confident of this, that He who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6 

 

I saw God work on my dad for as long as I can remember. After what seemed like a string of 
disappointments, he didn’t just turn from God, but ran. Through all this, God never stopped 
working on dad. Over time, dad began studying his Bible and working his way back to God. As I 
was trying to figure out how to explain that God continues to work in us, I was given Jeremiah 
29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” God has always blessed me with the right 
people and put me in the right place. Whatever our situation, God is molding us to become 
more Christ-like, all for His glory. 

Prayer 

Dear heavenly Father, I come to you with my imperfections, knowing that you have promised to 
continue working on me. I pray for the faith to lift my head to you for guidance and comfort. 

  

  



Day 15: I am held secure in the hands of the Father and the Son. 

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them  

out of my Father’s hand.” John 10:28-29 

 

Leading up to my son’s impending transplant surgery I could feel the tension and anxiety 
building in my family, and the questions of “what if” began to make themselves known. As I 
drew the family together in prayer, my son, always pragmatic, made the simple statement, 
“God will take care of it, and I will be fine.” As he said this, I saw the anxiety replaced with 
comfort, the worry lines easing and the smiles beginning to return because in our hearts we 
knew this to be true.  

The Daily Bread devotional today reminded me of God’s great ability to comfort us in our times 
of need — not only for ourselves but also for others (1 Corinthians 1:4). As I ponder this 
attribute of God, I believe this is one answer to the “Why?” question we often ask when 
troubles are before us. Held secure in the hand of Jesus, God gives us comfort in our time of 
need so that we can provide comfort and encouragement to others. 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, thank you for your promise of security no matter the situation. Thank you that we 
can trust in you and in the fact that you are outside of time and, therefore, know the entire 
picture before it is painted. Thank you that I can rely on you to provide the best for me and my 
family no matter what happens. Give me the courage and words of wisdom as I am called upon 
to comfort others in their times of burden.  

 

  



Day 16: I am a citizen of Heaven. 

“But our citizenship is in Heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there,  
the Lord Jesus Christ.” Philippians 3:20 

 

A driver’s license, passport and birth certificate prove a person’s citizenship. I know that I am a 
citizen of my country. But if I travel outside those borders and want to return, someone will 
require proof that I am in fact a citizen there. Any one of those documents will provide proof. In 
Philippians 3:20, Paul is talking about people who took great pride in their Roman citizenship. 
He said that, because of their pride, their destiny was destruction. 

As followers of Jesus, we are not citizens of this earth. Paul says, “But our citizenship is in 
Heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.” We know that “all 
Scripture is God-breathed.” Philippians 3:20 is God-breathed Scripture. It tells us that we ARE 
citizens of Heaven. There is no greater documentation needed to prove that we are citizens of 
Heaven.  

Prayer 

Father, thank you that I can know that I am a citizen of Heaven because your Word tells me so, 
and that your Word is true. Thank you that, even though right now I am outside of the borders 
of my home with you, when you call me to come, there will be no question of my citizenship. I 
will spend eternity with you in my true home, Heaven. 

  



Day 17: I am indwelt by a spirit of power, love, and a sound mind. 

 “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit  
of power, of love and of self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7 

 

Paul and Timothy had a special relationship. He probably led your Timothy to the Lord. He 
certainly mentored him in person and in writing. Timothy was naturally shy. In this verse, Paul is 
encouraging Timothy that, although we may be reserved in our demeanor, the power of the 
Holy Spirit helps us to become powerful spokespeople for the Gospel. This is a message for all 
of us. When life gets us down, we tend to withdraw.  

I recall a dear brother who was an encouragement to me early in my journey. He is now in his 
90s. His words touched my heart. He prompted me to do all I could and to be all God would 
have me to be in the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul the teacher speaks to his mentee prompting 
him to do the same. May our prayer be that Jesus would continue to teach us in ways to 
minister to many.  

Prayer 

Father, thank you for replacing our timidity with what we are in Jesus. Please take the words that 
were spoken to Timothy and apply them to our lives. Give us insight into truths beyond what our 
minds can imagine and keep us true to your Word. 

 

  



Day 18: I am assured of grace and mercy in my times of need. 

 “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that  
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 

 

When our son was diagnosed with leukemia, the foundation of my faith was severely shaken. 
As the disease progressed, there was not only a deep feeling of frustration but also 
disappointment, confusion, anger and finally resignation. Today, as I reflect on those years, I 
realize that God’s hand was upon us throughout. Our son was never really “sick,” his path into 
multiple remissions was quick and painless, his sister provided a perfect bone marrow match, 
and his hospital visits were without significant incident. I realized that, throughout those years, 
my wife had approached God with great boldness, asking for protection, comfort and peace for 
my son and our family. Finally, affirmed by Isaiah 57:1-2, peace came to me like a warm cover 
as a small voice assured me that our son was with God and in a better place. There is no doubt 
that God is present in times of need and His mercy is without end.  

Prayer 

Lord, thank you for your protection and your faithfulness. Your words are comforting and 
provide peace at the times most needed. I am so thankful that you are near to us in our times of 
need, even though circumstances may prevent us from seeing you clearly. Please help me to 
slow down, stop talking and simply listen for your voice. 

 

  



Day 19: I am born of God. 

 “We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God 
keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them.” 1 John 5:18 

 

The Apostle John is making a statement, which, though simple, is profound. When we accept 
Jesus as our Savior and the Word of God as truth, we begin a new chapter in our life. To me, 
things that did not make sense before Christ now have meaning and relevance to my life. Our 
new nature opens avenues of hope, which in the past were not accessible because of a worldly 
perspective.  

Those born of God also come to understand that our new nature may subject us to traveling 
another road. Losing family and friends may be part of this; however, God will place in our lives 
individuals who are likeminded and will travel this new road beside us. Nicodemus, a prominent 
Pharisee, knew of God, but did not know God. Through his encounter with Christ, he 
experienced what it was to be born of God, born again.  

Prayer 

Lord, help us to forever be in awe of being born of God.  

  



Day 20: I am going to rise again. 

“For the Lord Himself will come down from Heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we 
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

 

At Boy Scout camp one summer, I awakened each morning to a trumpet-sounding reveille. The 
trumpet sound brought the campers together to welcome a new day. Today’s passage 
discusses the trumpet call of God, as the Lord Himself descends from Heaven to usher believers 
into Heaven to be with Him forever. Paul wrote this letter to reassure us that Christians who 
have died will be joined with the living. Both will be raised up to enjoy the Lord’s presence. 

This guarantee of the Lord’s return for us makes a huge difference in our day-to-day living, as 
each moment is a celebration of His blessings to us yesterday, today and forever. There is 
security in knowing that we will hear the trumpet and be caught up with Jesus Christ, regardless 
of our circumstances. 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, thank you for the promise of your return for us. Help us in all we do, in our every 
thought and with each word that we say to know that we are being led by the Spirit and that we 
are truly your sons. 

 

 

  



The following 11 affirmations demonstrate that I am significant. 

 

Day 21: I am the salt and light of the earth. 

 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the 

light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.” Matthew 5:13-14 

 

This is a powerful passage about being an example of God’s love. Salt was used to increase 
crops and to make food taste better. Both uses can be related to how Christians should act. We 
should be spreading the Word of God just like spreading salt on the crops and showing others 
what God has done for us and how much better He has made life.  

This impacts me personally, because I lived like flavorless salt for many years. I always knew 
that Jesus lived and died for our sins, but even Satan himself knows this. I was never a true 
follower of Christ, spreading the Word of God and being an example of His love. I just attended 
church every Sunday and forgot about Him for the other six days. Jesus demands all of us, not 
some of us. If we aren’t willing to offer everything to Him, then we are not being flavorful salt.  

Prayer 

Lord, thank you for coming down to earth to show us unconditional love and for showing us 
what it means to be the salt of the earth. Give me the strength to make everything I am for your 
Kingdom’s cause and to be a light to the world in these troubling times. 

  



Day 22: I am a branch of the true vine. 

“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener … Yes, I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me 

you can do nothing.” John 15:1, 5 

 

My first thought here is that there is clearly a “working together.” The Father and His Son will be 
pruning the undesirable, and we must make an effort to remain in Him. Each and every moment 
of each and every day, we have a choice to remain in Him or to not remain. As my wife would 
say with regard to the behavior of our two boys growing up, “It’s a matter of the heart.”  

Where is our heart at? The common expression that you will often hear from people is, “Where 
is your head at?” To have an opportunity to experience everything that Jesus has in store for us, 
we need to be in sync with His heart. Jesus and His power and His intent for our lives will be 
there for us. That is a certainty if we follow through and intentionally remain in Him and seek 
His thoughts and Love. 

Staying with the vineyard theme, the only way to get that goodness out of the grapes is to press 
them. In the same way, God will get more out of us if our every moment, every thought and 
every action are experienced with a pressing into Jesus. In this way, we will remain in Him. 

Prayer 

Father in Heaven, thank you for the gift of your Son and what He did for us on the cross. In this 
day and the days to come, please give us clarity of mind and heart that we might press into you 
and seek your heart and thoughts. 

 

  



Day 23: I am chosen and appointed to bear fruit. 

“... I chose you and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain ...” John 15:16 

  

Knowing God has chosen us and has appointed a specific plan for our life, including good works 
He expects us to accomplish, makes life the Greatest Adventure it could possibly be. A number 
of passages come to my mind regarding bearing fruit. Ephesians 2:10 reminds us that we are 
“His workmanship (or masterpiece) created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.” Image that! The Creator of the cosmos has 
appointed us to bear fruit. Mathew 16:1-16 likens us to a worker in His vineyard. We are to 
bear fruit in the form of loving our neighbor and sharing the Gospel. Matthew 25:14-30 speaks 
of distributing talents to workers with the expectation of investment. 

What are we supposed to do? What is God’s will for our life? 1Thessalonians 5: 16-18 says, 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and in everything give thanks for this is God’s will for you 
in Christ Jesus.” He expects us to walk with Him and to pray that He will open up the doors for 
effective ministry. We need to be forward-leaning and pushing ahead with the Lord.  

We are told that we can’t steer a parked car. God wants us to move forward and accomplish 
what He has put before us. This may mean getting out of our comfort zone and knowing that 
we are doing what we were created to do. 

Prayer 

Father, thank you for reminding me that you chose me. Thank you for reminding me that part of 
following you is to go. Thank you that you desire to partner with me in producing fruit.  



Day 24: I am a personal witness of Christ. 

 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

 

Acts 1:8 can sometimes seem a bit daunting to me. I am not an extrovert so the thought of 
“telling all people everywhere” seems like an insurmountable task, until I break it down. First, 
what does it really mean to be a witness? One of the definitions in the dictionary is “to provide 
evidence or proof.” We, as Christians, are simply the evidence or proof of Jesus Christ — and 
more importantly, proof of a relationship with Jesus. Sometimes this relationship manifests 
itself through words of testimony. Other times, it simply manifests itself through our lives and 
the way we live. Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, so we simply reflect the light of 
Christ. 

What is the key to brightly reflecting the light of Christ? The first part of Acts 1:8 provides the 
answer — it’s the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our counselor, comforter and guide. He will 
provide us with the power that we need to be effective witnesses for Christ. 

Prayer 

Lord, help us to remember our power source, the Holy Spirit, and to take the steps that we need 
to be plugged in. 

  



Day 25: I am God’s temple. 

“Do you not know that you yourselves are God’s temple, and that God’s Spirit  
dwells in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16 

 

When the Israelites were dedicating the first Temple to God, there came a moment when the 
singers and musicians sang out, “He is indeed good for His lovingkindness is everlasting” and 
the glory of God filled the Temple. His glory was so overwhelming that the priests could not 
even stand up to do their jobs. 

His overwhelming glory is a picture of what was to happen in the future, when the Messiah 
would redeem us from our sins. Jesus told His disciples, “It is to your advantage that I go away 
... I will send the Helper to you.” And “He will be in you.” If you have put your trust in Christ for 
your salvation, the same Holy Spirit that filled the Temple of Solomon dwells in you. You are 
now the temple. The glory of God dwells in you. 

Prayer 

God, you are indeed good, for your lovingkindness to us is everlasting! 

 

  



Day 26: I am a minister of reconciliation for God. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 
Him we might become the righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

 

These verses remind me of my mom and brother, who recently returned to a loving relationship 
after many years of accusations, arguing, rejection and separation. To be reconciled has 
required forgiveness and removing of past differences. This is exactly what Christ does for us in 
our relationship with God. Christ removes our sin, shame and guilt to bring us back to God. 
Christ accomplished this through the sacrifice He made for us on the cross. 

Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and our faith in Him, we are reconciled and made one 
with God. Like the words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:20, we in turn should share Christ’s love for 
us by being a minister of reconciliation to our families, friends and communities.  

Prayer 

Lord, thank you for your endless love for us and reconciling us to the Father. Please use us to be 
your agents of reconciliation so others may know and be brought into your peace. 

  



Day 27: I am Significant 

“Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.” 
“For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.”  

2 Corinthians 6:1; 1 Corinthians 3:9 

 

Five years ago, I joined the Tuesday evening men’s ministry. Here, I enjoyed the atmosphere of 
men, both Christians and seekers. Little did I know that I would later participate in a unique 
way. In my second year, I felt a tug in my heart to take on audio/visual responsibilities. I felt 
very inadequate. What could I do? What did I know? Could I read music, coordinate worship 
and work the sound system? I prayed about it over and over. After three years of serving, I 
knew it was the Lord’s prompting and enablement. I was truly blessed while I served, and there 
was never a dull moment. 

As I relinquish my duties, I feel a peace, an excitement and a sense of urgency. In John 9:4, 
Jesus said, “We must work the works of Him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when 
no one can work.” The Lord’s Kingdom needs workers. Again, I need to be quiet and listen for 
His whisper. 

Prayer 

Lord, I am privileged to serve under you. In my life’s journey, enable my actions to reveal my 
heart’s devotion to praise and glorify you. 

  

  



Day 28: I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm. 

“For He raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:6 

 

Have you ever played with virtual reality goggles? The first time I tried them, it was amazing. 
Things were jumping out of corners and, at every turn, I found something new to explore. But 
as I went deeper and deeper into this new world, I found myself bumping into the real world. 
The reality was that I wasn’t in just one world, but two. Then it struck me how we often find 
ourselves traveling through life solely focusing on the immediate, such as hurts, problems, 
tragedies and work. The list goes on and on. We just get lost in it. 

As Christ-followers, however, Paul reminds us that we’re citizens of both the physical and 
spiritual realms. We experience both the seen and unseen, the broken and redeemed, and the 
now and not yet. 

Reality check: Do you realize we are united with Christ like this? Shed the virtual reality of this 
world and come take your seat with the author of it all. 

Prayer 

Lord, help me live every day in your truth so that your ways may be known on earth, your 
salvation among all nations. 

  



Day 29: I am God’s workmanship. 

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 

 

I am comforted in knowing that I am wonderfully created and all my days contribute to my 
growth. God purchased you and me and set us apart for His purposes, like an embroiderer 
weaves a beautiful tapestry. Paul’s words give deeper meaning to these truths. We are God’s 
workmanship, created to do good works that He has already prepared. We are like a poem 
being composed day by day. 

The Holy Spirit enables us to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. He gives us 
the desire for greater spiritual gifts and keeps us in step with Him, so that the fruit of the Spirit 
is more present. God’s Spirit enables us to love our neighbor as ourselves. He presents 
opportunities for us to do good to all but especially to His family. 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to see others as a tapestry and poem in process. Remind me to ask myself what I 
can do to help them become all they are to be in Christ. May my words build up others 
according to their needs for your glory! 

 

  



Day 30: I am free to approach God with confidence. 

“In Him and through faith in Him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.” 
Ephesians 3:12 

 

We read Paul’s words to the Ephesians and think, “How can this be that we may be in God’s 
presence?” We know ourselves. We know, as the writer of Hebrews put it, our “sin that clings 
so closely.” (Hebrews 12:1) And through His Word, we are beginning to know God’s power and 
greatness. How can we be allowed in His presence? If we are allowed, how can we feel anything 
but shame and fear? 

But there it is: We can now come “with freedom and confidence” into God’s presence. We can 
talk to Him. We can sing songs of praise with His people with nothing holding us back. God 
doesn’t want us to be timid or unsure. We can be bold and confident. How is this possible? Paul 
tells us right before, saying, “Because of Christ and our faith in Him, we can now come boldly 
and confidently into God’s presence.” Jesus Christ makes it possible. Thank you, Jesus! 

Prayer 

Lord, thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ, that through Him we can come into your 
presence knowing that we are welcome.  

 

  



 

Day 31: I am able to do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 “For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13 

 

Many of us have heard this popular Scripture verse quoted or even paraphrased from time to 
time, but sadly it’s often taken out of context. For example, have you ever heard this verse used 
as a rallying cry for an athlete or competitor who overcame seemingly impossible odds to achieve 
something miraculous? Have you ever referenced it yourself in a similar situation? 

Before quoting this verse, it’s best to take a moment to review the context in which Paul was 
sharing this “secret” with his brothers and sisters in Philippi. By examining the prior verses, 11 
and 12, you will begin to understand that Paul is not speaking about his personal 
accomplishments or achievements. He is actually trying to relay a powerful life lesson that he 
has learned over time — a secret lesson of being content in every situation, no matter the 
circumstance. 

“Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with whatever I 
have. I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned the 
secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with 
plenty or little.” Philippians 4:11-12 (NLT) 

That’s right, Paul is sharing a secret life lesson that is perhaps one of the most valuable for every 
Christian, and we’re totally missing it if we take this verse out of context. In times of wealth or 
poverty, health or sickness, good times or while enduring life’s most difficult trials and 
tribulations, Paul is letting us know that we can all experience joy and a peace that surpasses all 
understanding by simply surrendering to Jesus and leaning on His strength in any situation. 

Prayer 

Father, I am grateful for this lesson. This is probably one of the most difficult life lessons to learn 
for any Christian, and it brings us some comfort that even Paul had to learn this lesson over time. I 
love that Paul shared this secret life lesson with us, as a reminder of how surrendering to Jesus 
and allowing His strength to be our cornerstone can bring us joy. 

 

 


